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MOBILE BLOOD COLLECTION UNIT 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.59 pm]:  It has now been more than a year since I called on the state 
government and the Minister for Health to reinstate the mobile blood collection unit that was scrapped in July 
2005.  At that time I put forward positive options for the minister to consider, and although he commented 
positively on the suggestions, he did not take them up, citing that they were not economical.  Now, more than 
one year on, we are hearing constant calls from the Australian Red Cross blood bank for donors to come forward 
and donate, as supplies are dangerously low and the need is critical.  People who live in inland country Western 
Australia have no way of answering that call, as there are no blood collection facilities in our major inland 
towns, bar Kalgoorlie, and there is no mobile blood collection unit. 

Again, I put forward the National Party�s suggested options, which include increasing funding from the state 
government to enable the Red Cross to reinstate the mobile blood collection unit; the establishment of a mobile 
collection unit to service Perth and country areas and to be stationed at key statewide events such as the Perth 
Royal Show, mayor country field days and other large-scale events; a free bus service to operate twice a year to 
ferry country donors to Perth from such places as Narrogin, Northam, Katanning, Moora and Merredin; the 
establishment of permanent collection centres in major inland towns such as Narrogin and Northam to operate on 
a roster basis; and an extension of the Bunbury-based mobile service to major inland communities.  Although we 
appreciate the economic consideration of collecting blood supplies, blood donation should be reasonably 
accessible to all people to enable them to contribute to a critical community service.  Blood collection is a 
critical community service that should be available to all Western Australians, and, for an investment of about 
$450 000, the state government has a responsibility and the capacity to reinstate this service.  I urge government 
members, particularly country members, to press the minister on this issue. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


